
 

MATCH REPORT 
Northern Lights U13 Div 2 7.6 - 48 vs Pennant Hills Demons U13 Div 2 5.11 - 41 

ROUND 7 Sunday 26 May 2019 
Mike Kenny Oval, Cherrybook 

 
This week’s game saw us pitched against the Pennant Hills Demons – the team at the top of the table in the revised 
Division 2 structure.  Unfortunately the day started with us being informed that two of our important team mates, 
Blake (groin) and Damian (flu) joined Josh on the side lines injured.  Good news was that Lachie Smith returned from 
injury (hamstring) and this was a significant bolster in size and presence on the field.   
 
On another lovely morning, the boys (after having their photos taken), warmed up with passion and enthusiasm. 
With the siren sounding the boys were into it and from the first bounce it was obvious that we had come to play and 
that this was going to be a tight contest.  With Lachie at Centre half forward, and Lukas at Centre Half back, we had 
great presence at either end of the field.  These coupled with our more structured midfield, our set defensive 
structure showed that we were in the zone.  The whole team started the game with style with large kicks, runs, goals 
and defensive play. 
 
We were playing the game in tight with vigour, and the pressure enable the ball to be collected, run and goaled. We 
won the first quarter and the belief in the boys was apparent. The talk from the coaches at quarter time was about 
being first to the ball and not just tapping it around – to take ownership of possession. 
 
The second quarter saw us continue to fight in close and pressure the ball at every contest.  The boys fought hard, 
and as expected Pennant Hills came back at us but the boys held firm. Some great defensive efforts from Jake and 
Toby stopped their runs, as did the imposing figure of Lachie Smith.  Lukas’s run through the middle of the ground 
and the wings saw 2 length of the field goals. Some great defensive efforts and pressure saw the Demons pepper the 
goals but manage more points than majors. We came into half time well in front with the desire to stay there. 
 
The third quarter started with a bang – but unfortunately the run was coming from the Demons.  We found ourselves 
playing from behind on a number of occasions but still fighting hard. We managed to continue with the pressure on 
the ball and the players which managed to ensure that the Demons continued to limit their scoring to more behinds 
than goals.  We had some lovely pieces of play which saw our great teamwork be rewarded by great results at either 
end of the ground – restricting them from scoring but also converting ourselves.  Whist the score was getting tighter 
the belief from the boys (and the very vocal family support from the sidelines) had not waivered. 
 
As expected, Pennant Hills came out strong in the last quarter and their run was impressive. We held firm with the 
ongoing support from all members of the team.  The voice from the coaches, the cheering from the sidelines 
increased in volume and the boys dug deep to hold the quality opposition.  The difference was as little as 7 points at 
one stage but the commitment from everyone was apparent.  There was no panic (on the field – cannot say the same 
for the supporters!), everyone just understood their role and worked to lock the ball into our forward half as much as 
possible.  We finished with a well-deserved win to the team. 
 
In the end the boys all gave 100% worked as a team throughout the whole game.  This was a game of determination, 
perseverance, grit and team work interspersed with some impressive individual actions.   It is obvious that as a group 
we are learning and improving every week.  The passion from the players, the coaches and the supporters is obvious. 
A great team effort – congratulations! 


