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MATCH REPORT 

 

Summary of Game 

After expecting a wet weather game, we awoke on Sunday to find the sun shining and perfect 

football weather. The ground was spot on (apart from the cricket pitch) and after a very solid 

training session during the week the Lightning girls were good to go. 

We had already played the Cats in a pre-season trial game and had been beaten heavily by a team 

which was bigger, better skilled and more experienced. This was our chance to prove that we were 

improving. The Cats are top of the table, and we are near the bottom, so could David prevail over 

Goliath? 

The first quarter was excellent – both teams going hard at it and showing some good ball movement. 

Sophie was dominating in the ruck, and our mids were getting their hands on the ball first and 

feeding it on after one step. Our backs, led by Mia, defended desperately. In the forwards, Ari was 

making her presence felt and providing a strong target up forward. It was attractive football. At the 

end of the 1st quarter the Cats had managed to make a little more of their forward entries and led by 

three points. 

The second quarter has been our nemesis so far this season, but we debunked that trend and kept 

playing hard. Sophie again combined well with the mids to ensure we won the majority of the centre 

clearances. Hannah and Emma were very active around the ball and showed a lot of desperation in 

their tackling and smothering. Ari continued her fine game and kicked her second goal. It was a 

tough arm-wrestle, but both team’s backs were on top which kept the scoring to one goal apiece. 

So at half-time, the Lightning girls trailed the best team in the competition by only 3 points – a just 

reward for their effort and quality of play. 

 

Unfortunately, we went a bit flat after half-time, the pressure was reduced, and the Cats were able 

to exert their dominance over the last two quarters. With the effort not quite being there, and 

reverting to slow ball movement, we struggled to get the ball into our half of the ground, and we 
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couldn’t trouble the scorers again. At the other end, a mountain of possession for the Cats proved to 

be more than we could handle and they racked up ten goals for the half. 

A game of two halves then; the first showing we can match it with the best teams when we’re 

playing at our best, and the second half showing what can happen if we don’t maintain the effort 

and pressure. 

Despite the score line, it was definitely our best game of the season, and there was a lot to like 

about how we played. Forest Lions next week! 

 

Score 

 North West Lightning  Queenwood 

 Goals Behinds Total  Goals Behinds Total 

Q1 1 0 6  1 3 9 

Q2 2 1 13  2 4 16 

Q3 2 1 13  7 7 49 

Q4 2 1 13  12 12 84 

 

Goals 

Ari 2 

 

Report by Chris McArthur 


