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MATCH REPORT

NORTHWEST LIGHTNING YG 11 Div 2 (Blue) (6.6.42) vs NEWTOWN SWANS
(4.2.26)

ROUND 9 - SUNDAY 16 JUNE 2024
ALAN DAVIDSON OVAL, ALEXANDRIA

A cool morning saw the Div 2 girls venture over the harbour to play the Newtown Swans on Alan
Davidson Oval at Sydney Park. Thankfully the local tip of “it warms up once the sun gets above the
trees” proved accurate, and the teams lived up to it too — both sides bringing a skilful and high
intensity game, with plenty of energetic runs with the ball and numerous persistent and impressive
chase down tackles.

After a tight first half where the Lightning held the Swans goalless and scored three goals themselves
including a thumping long range kick by Olivia, Newtown put together a fantastic third quarter to
kick four goals in a row, including three in a couple of minutes, to take the lead before a late goal
saw us take a lead into the third quarter break. The last quarter was a very tight affair with
numerous behinds being kicked before Lucy rolled a kick through while being tackled with about a
minute to go to seal the well-deserved win.

Highlights:

* Georgia B played a smart game, dropping a kick back to deter Swans players and
able to win the ball when needed.

* Imogen continues her ability and willingness to win the ball off the ground, and after
being caught a couple of times she adapted well with quick kicks to repel several
Swans forward forays by herself.

» Olivia B provided some great runs cutting through the middle, and keeping her head
over the ball to win it in tight.

» Zahra held her space well and cracked in with some strong tackling. She was a bit
unlucky not to have several goals with the ball just not bouncing her way when she
found space.

* Olivia F was again our defensive leader for a lot of the game, roaming across half
back with intercept marks and possessions foiling the Swans.

* Georgia G had a massive impact around the contest, winning the ball, working hard
for tackles, and hitting the scoreboard too with three goals across the game. At one
point in the first quarter she was moving the ball forward from our back line to our
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forwards solely via free kicks after repeatedly catching Swans players holding the
ball, getting three or four in a row.

» Sofia was a great team player this week. She played a disciplined defensive role in
the first half, and then moved into the middle and her strong hands won the ball like
we’ve seen regularly this season.

* Flossy had a consistent defensive effort, holding down the deepest Swans forwards
and was so close to smothering a number of their kicks.

* Isabelle maintained a good structure and brought strong tackling to her time in the
defensive areas.

* Pippa keeps pushing forward and pushing forward — she just wins the ball and heads
in a straight line to goal, providing a much needed kick and then impacting the
following contest. Her chasing and tackling efforts were also exemplary.

* Lucy provided great bursts on the ball, culminating in a long run with multiple
bounces that took the opposition (and possibly herself) by surprise. She was very
persistent with her efforts today.

* Anna provided a helpful presence forward of the contest, frequently finding herself
outnumbered by two or three Swans but managing to hold the ball up for
reinforcements to arrive.

* Hazel had a very diligent game, manning up and defending Swans players well.

* Emily W showed a good degree of courage and cleverness, going up against the
taller Swans girls in the ruck for a lot of the game and winning her share, while also
doing well reading the ball coming out of the contest and launching the ball forward.

* Alanna made a real impact up forward, and seemed to have a target on her as her
reading of the ball got her marking just about everything coming her way, and
doubling down by ensuring any nearby Swans couldn’t escape from her tackling.

Score:
NWL Div 2 (Blue) 6.6.42 dft Newtown Swans 4.2.26

Report by Donald Shepherd.
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