MATCH REPORT

HBE U10 RED vs ST IVES NAVY
ROUND 9 — 16 JUNE 2024
ACRON OVAL

Some mud, but a perfect day for footy at Acron Oval for our Round 9 rematch versus St Ives
Navy. This team had it over us last time around but as we discussed pre-game, we have
learned a lot and grown as a team since then. Music festivals and illness combined to
reduce our squad to 11 this week, versus 12 opponents.

The boys took the pre-game messages on board with a really strong first quarter. They won
lots of the contests in the middle and got the ball forward cleanly, to get some early goals on
the board.

Our three forwards became three backs in the second quarter and although a little out-sized,
the strong efforts in the middle continued. One fantastic passage of play: a kick to Lochy in
the forward line who, finding himself surrounded by defenders, spun around and fired out a
handball to Tadhg who booted the goal. High fives all round and the sidelines went wild!

After half-time we kept three at the back, moving Wally back to the middle where he
continued his great clearance work. The boys continued their attack on the ball, shutting
down a lot of the opposition movement.

Some added run from Freddie out of the middle in the last quarter ensured that the ball was
mostly at our attacking end. Shots peppering the goals at one stage, just a few behinds
preventing an even bigger total. When the opponents went forward, some great defensive
running marks from Arlo often saved the day.

A really enjoyable game this week, one of our best so far. There were no bystanders,
everyone got plenty of touches and the boys did all the things we have worked on recently:
good positioning around the rucks, first to the ball, clearances and quick clean passing. All
with a player down too!

The player of the match was Vinni who was involved in lots of contests today, with clean
hands and effective kicks forward. The Callum Mills award went to Arlo who put in a great
defensive effort across four quarters, especially during his first and last quarters in the back
line.



