MATCH REPORT

HBE 14s vs WESTERN SYDNEY ALLIANCE
ROUND 70— 16" June 2024
DUKES OVAL

It was a case of deja vu all over again as the mighty Eagles made the trek out to
Dukes Oval to take on the Western Alliance. The Western Alliance may be the first
team in sporting history to be named after a bank but interest rates had been steadily
improving out Hornsby way. Our boys had put together a string of big performances
and also grabbed a few wins since these two teams had last met. | was keen to see
how much we’d improved as we prepared to line up against one of the comp
heavyweights.

Despite the massive drive, Dukes Oval is a nice venue. The surface seemed in
surprisingly good condition even though we’ve had a lot of rain recently. The weather
was clear and perfect for a game of winter footy. Having said that though, 1 would
have much rather been at the home of football - Rofe Park.

We were underway in the first and the Alliance had all the ball early. After a few wild
shots they nabbed their first goal of the match. Our backs were working overtime and
it was good to see the reliable Josh T back in our defensive battery. Ronin and Ethan
both took good marks in the back third to repel the Alliance and Henry was as solid
as ever. Archie pulled off his first hit of the afternoon, reminding the bankers from the
west that any casual running on their part would be taxed heavily. It was a decent
start overall even if we didn’t have too many chances. We certainly got better as the
guarter went on. Tyler, Ethan, Luke and Jake S were making a lot of noticeable effort
in the middle to keep us in the game. Right at the death of the quarter, a great
combined effort play from Lucas and Zach won us back the ball. From Lucas’
ensuing kick, our forwards scrambled well with Emmett finding enough space to toe
the ball through for our first goal! 10-6 to the Alliance.

Having a chat with singlet ob

sessee, team pessimist and no.1 badge holder of the Phil Smythe fan club, Chris,
during the break, he mentioned that we were possibly a bit lucky to be in touch.
Maybe so, but | was really liking the effort from the Eagles.

At the beginning of the 2nd, defensive hardman Ronin copped a savage hit from one
of the man-boys of the Alliance. Ronin was tough as he always is but had to have a
stint off the field but we knew he’d be back shortly. Some strong work under
pressure from Tyler and Jake G halted an attacking raid from the bankers.
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This brave play from the two boys happened right in front of the Eagles faithful and
brought a cheer from all of us.

Following this though, 2 quick goals from the Alliance damaged the scoreboard
somewhat. To make matters worse, another lucky one trickled through the goals
shortly after.

Things turned a bit our way after this. The Alliance overdrew their accounts and
kicked one out on the full, finally giving us a bit of an attacking chance. Henry took
off, kicked, and found Lucas who took a stunning contested mark. He quickly hand-
passed to Tyler who was already on the move and he was able to slot a beautiful
goal. It was another late one and kept us within reach of our opponents as the half-
time siren blew. 29-12 Alliance.

Onto the third and the strong effort from the U14s Eagles continued. Two smothers
from Jake S and Archie as well as tough stuff from Ronin, Luke, Tyler and Ethan
kept us in it. Still, the bankers cashed an early goal and deposited another soon
after... Josh H got us going again after an Alliance behind, he found Ethan who
found Lucas. A few nice marks in a row had given us some much needed
momentum. A great effort play from Jack R just in front of us was very impressive
considering he was giving away a stack of height and weight. His killer new haircut
matching his attitude on the field. From this play, Josh H was given an attacking
chance but unfortunately his shot hit the post... While this was going on, Lucas was
the latest to be flattened by the adult in the 19 jumper playing for the Alliance. Josh H
had also copped a nasty hit from him earlier and spent time off the field. It was pretty
clear that this “kid” was far too big and aggressive for U14s Divsion 3... His
demeanor on the park was also very unpleasant and he won zero admirers from the
Eagles crew. 43-13 Alliance.

Into the 4th quarter we went and Henry shot away finding Tyler who took a more
than handy mark. From his kick, Josh W took another one of his trademark grabs to
the left of the goals. Unfortunately, this great work from our team went unrewarded
as Josh'’s kick just missed... The fight continued from HBE and Emmett, Callum,
Jack A and Ethan continued to work hard and have some impact. This effort resulted
in some space for Josh H who almost found the other Josh only for the Alliance to
intercept the kick and go the length of the field and score at the other end... It was a
bit of a setback but our boys weren’t giving up. Tyler and Ethan did some tough work
in the middle to give our forwards a chance. The ball found Zach who’s making a
habit of kicking majors this season and he was able to put the ball through the posts
for our 3rd goal! In what seemed like some sort of retribution after our goal, Josh W
was the next to get wiped out by our opposition and had to come off for treatment. It
was certainly a brutal day for our boys but | suppose at least the medical guy was
earning his money. As the final siren blew, frustrations boiled over with a scuffle
breaking out.
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Apparently, one of the Alliance had taken exception to a fine Jake S tackle. How
dare he? Bravely, our boys came to his aid, clearly sick of the constant dirty play
from our opposition. Final score 51-20 to the Alliance.

It wasn’t a great note to end on but | was very proud of our team’s effort. Coach Tim
echoed my thoughts in his post match speech. He made special mention of the boys
who spent time off the park and highlighted their bravery. Tim and Nick have really
got the boys going well this year and there is a real feeling of positivity and
unification amongst the group. The mighty Eagles are improving, focused and
training better than they ever have. | can’t wait for next week!



